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Monumental Sculpture Akbar’s Elephant Moves Into 
Downtown Portland’s Iconic Fox Tower 

 
Celebrated International Artist Lee Kelly Will Attend Portland’s 

 Newest Interior Public Art Installation 
 

 
PORTLAND, Ore. — Portland is about to welcome another elephant to the City, but this 
pachyderm will reside on downtown’s Broadway Avenue. On February 22 at 4 p.m., the 
15 foot tall, 2,000 pound, stainless steel, Akbar’s Elephant sculpture will be unveiled in the 
lobby of the Fox Tower. 
                                                                                                                            
“For years, we’ve been searching for the right art piece for the 
Fox Tower’s expansive lobby –– something local, that makes 
a big statement, with big personality. When we visited 
internationally known artist Lee Kelly’s studio in Oregon 
City, we saw Akbar’s Elephant and thought, this is the perfect 
fit and feel,” says President & CEO of TMT Development, 
Vanessa Sturgeon.  
                                                                                                                              
A Major New Public Art Installation in Downtown Portland 
Akbar’s Elephant needed a giant-size home. The 2,000 pound stainless steel sculpture is 15 

feet, four inches tall and more than 12 feet wide. 
The sculpture is being transported and installed by 
Jim Schmidt of Art & Design Works LLC and 
Omega Morgan Rigging. The artwork will leave 
Lee Kelly’s studio in Oregon City on a flatbed 
truck in three parts, traveling up Broadway to be 
positioned into the soaring lobby of the Fox Tower. 
It will take a boom truck, flatbed truck, forklift, 
two gantry cranes, onsite welding and a team of 
more than eight people to complete the installation. 
 

Akbar’s Elephant Installation 
Wine & Hors d’œuvres 

Reception 
Feb. 22, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Fox Tower 805 SW Broadway 
 

Remarks by: Artist Lee Kelly, TMT 
Development CEO & President, Vanessa 
Sturgeon & Elizabeth Leach Gallery 
Owner, Elizabeth Leach 

Akbar's	Elephant	by	Lee	Kelly 



Inspiring a Golden Age of Cultural Achievement––in Portland 
“I love traveling and I’m particularly fascinated by India,” says artist Lee Kelly. “I was 
inspired by the Indian emperor, Akbar The Great (1542-1605). During his reign, he united 
much of the Indian subcontinent through mostly political means, especially marriages, using 
as many as 90 elephants to transport his family. Akbar's Elephant is a playful take on the 
procession of elephants and people from Agra to Delhi. I hope, in its new home, Akbar's 
Elephant may inspire a golden age of cultural achievement in Portland, much as Akbar The 
Great did centuries ago in India.” 	
 
Elizabeth Leach, owner of Elizabeth Leach Gallery, represents Kelly, calling him one of the 
most “significant artists of our region in the last 100 years.” “Akbar’s Elephant marks a turning 
point in Lee Kelly's career,” says Leach. “While he has always been an essentially abstract 
artist, this sculpture unmistakably makes reference to a historical narrative. The whimsical 
play of the piece is a dynamic counterpoint to the architecture of the Fox Tower.” 
 
 
 
About TMT Development 
TMT Development is one of the West Coast’s most respected names in real estate development and is 
recognized as a premier developer of Class A office and mixed-use towers and retail shopping centers 
throughout the Northwest. TMT manages all of its developments, which include Fox Tower, Delta Park 
Center, Studio Building, and its newest development – Park Avenue West.  The company’s knowledge and 
expertise in site selection, design and operations continues to spur profitable and well managed growth. 
tmtdevelopment.com  
 
About Lee Kelly 
Lee Kelly is an internationally known artist whose artwork is represented in many private and public 
collections including the Portland Art Museum, Portland’s International Rose Garden, Waterfront Park, 
and public venues all across the United States and in Sapporo, Japan. Kelly was born in McCall, Idaho, in 
1932. His family settled in Portland, Oregon in 1945. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from 
the Museum Art School (now Pacific Northwest College of Art) in 1959. He lives and works out of his 
studio in Oregon City, which he established in 1963. In 2010, the Portland Art Museum mounted a major 
retrospective of Lee Kelly’s artwork accompanied by a monograph. 
  
About Elizabeth Leach Gallery  
Established in 1981, Elizabeth Leach Gallery has focused on presenting prominent Northwest and 
internationally established artists working in a wide variety of contemporary media, bolstering a dynamic 
dialogue between the local community and the global art world. Elizabethleach.com 
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